
The LipStick Project: Let’s get started!
I am putting together an art exhibition and book or collection of responses, items and pictures from 
various people that have something to contribute to the history of lipstick. The fi nal work will be 
about power, degradation, our personal and shared histories, as well as a collaboration of stories 
relevant to women’s history in the United States. The piece will bring together diverse points of 
view on what lipstick means to society and how we think of lipstick today compared to its history. 

Please evaluate the page that will be used for the art exhibition containing the brief history of 
lipstick timeline. Fold the paper in half, blot the back side or blank sided crease with your own 
lipstick, balm, gloss, anything or nothing at all, depending on what you use. You can also use 
a separate peice of paper. Write a response, a note, a story, one word, a drawing or anything 
you want on the same side as the blot, and mail back to me. Send me your used lipsticks, balms, 
glosses, color of choice, a picture, a small item you feel is relevant, or anything you think fi ts within 
this broad context. A large installation will be made from these items. Thousands of women from all 
over are participating in this journey. Share the blog with as many people as you can. Encourage 
your friends, family and peers to take a part in the movement. 

Don’t forget to put your name on the response, and any other information you would like to share 
in the art exhibition.

Visit  TheLipstickProject.wordpress.com  for more info. 

Questions, comments, send pictures to  TheLipstickProject@gmail.com

Hailey Lowe
The Lipstick Project
373 Pinetree Drive
Atlanta, GA 30305

Only send pictures you want seen in the installation and book or collection.  
The items sent will not be returned, but will be a part of a historical installation.

Feel free to print, copy and pass this page along to get more people involved. 



Directions: Please evaluate the timeline. Fold the paper in half, blot the back side or blank sided 
crease with your own lipstick, balm, gloss, anything or nothing at all, depending on what you use. 
You can also use a separate peice of paper. Write a response, a note, a story, one word, a 
drawing or anything you want on the same side as the blot, and mail back to me. Send me your 
used lipsticks, balms, glosses, color of choice, a picture, a small item you feel is relevant, or 
anything you think fits within this broad context. A large installation will be made from these items. 
Thousands of women from all over are participating in this journey. Share the blog with as many 
people as you can. Encourage your friends, family and peers to take a part in the movement. 

Don’t forget to put your name on the response, and any other information you would like to share 
in the art exhibition.

Visit  TheLipstickProject.wordpress.com  for more info and to get people involved and 
updates on when and where the installation will take place. 

Questions, comments, send pictures to TheLipstickProject@gmail.com

Hailey Lowe
The Lipstick Project
373 Pinetree Drive
Atlanta, GA 30305

Cited Material:
Lipstick: Webster’s Timeline History, 1494 - 2007, Icon Group International
Read My Lips: A Cultural History of Lipstick, Chronicle Books LLC Staff, Veronique Vienne

A Brief  History of Lipstick 

Semi precious 
stones were 
crushed and 
smeared on lips

Egyptian women 
squeezed iodine and 
bromine, poisonous and 
resulting in illness or 
death, creating the 
infamous phrase, 
the kiss of death 

Cleopatra uses 
carmine beetles 
and ant eggs, 
worked with a 
pestle to create a 
bright red color

Elizabethan Era, 
Queen Elizabeth I 
popularized white 
faces with bright red 
lipstick, appealed 
to both women and 
men 

Lipstick is witchcraft. 
Women wearing lipstick 
were considered 
seductresses and witches. 
Women were tried and 
hung as witches for 
wearing lipstick

Post WWII films make 
lipstick a popular fad. 
Even more influential 
was kiss-proof lipstick 
created by chemist 
Hazel Bishop. Bright 
red lipstick becomes a 
power symbol 

In England, opposing 
makeup, pastor Thomas 
Hall led a movement 
proclaiming that the use 
of lipstick is the Devil’s 
Work
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Only send pictures you want seen in the installation and book or collection.  
The items sent will not be returned, but will be a part of a historical installation.

Feel free to print, copy and pass this page along to get more people involved. 


